Doctors, Educators, Scientists and Parents demand
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Scientific evidence shows that electronic media have no place in kindergartens.
They hinder natural development, foster disturbances and promote addictive behavior.

The news repeatedly reports of laptops or iPads being given to kindergartens by generous companies. Such well-intentioned donations
are, according to current scientific research, associated with considerable dangers for a child's development and should only be allowed
under supervision and with the approval of an ethics commission. The recent BLIKK study (coping, learning behavior, intelligence,
competence, communication) makes it clear that the use of screened media and developmental problems are closely related. The
increasing number of facilities for the treatment of media abuse among children, adolescents and adults is now also of major concern to the
German Federal Government’s Drug Commissioner, Marlene Mortler.
Pediatricians and other professionals do not flatly oppose electronic media. On the contrary, they advocate screen use in such areas where
the utility is large and the risks are small. This does not apply in childhood. Well-known people in the IT sector, such as Bill Gates, Steve
Jobs and Jeff Bezos, kept their own children away from early media use. These digitization pioneers know what doctors confirm, but many
parents only suspect:

Childhood is a highly precious and
extremely dynamic time for human
development, which should in no way
be wasted on devices that affect this
development.

Such a stance can be medically proven: with regard to psychomotor development, an environment is required in which experiences of high
human and sensory quality can be had; experiences involving much self-initiative and opportunity for movement, play and creativity.
What children miss in developmental time through passive sitting in front of a screen is difficult to retrieve. The more hours a spent in front
of screens as a child, the lower the academic achievement at 26 years of age.

Our conclusion:
We call for independent long-term studies to explore the stimuli
and formats of spatial, temporal and social structures
that are the most beneficial for child development.
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